Wow! The Green Party had its best election ever! 

And the most important thing to say is: thank you, thank you, thank you to the amazing Green Party candidates, provincial organizers, campaign managers and workers, volunteers, supporters, donors and of course the almost one million Canadians who voted Green!  

I am sure that you’ll agree with me – with the Green Party representing a million Canadians, it guarantees that the old-line traditional parties will never again be able to ignore the issues we are raising. 
The fact that Jack Layton and Stephen Harper were working to exclude Elizabeth from the debates was absolutely amazing. It really highlighted the difference between the Green Party and the NDP – while we are a party of principle, the NDP has become a party that is willing to sacrifice principle in the short-term pursuit of power.

Attached is a very brief summary of some of our accomplishments in this incredible election – but I would like to add to this list – so please share with me your successes in your campaign. 
I look forward to hearing from you. 

Jim 
P.S. Feel free to use any part of this in a blog you may wish to post or in a thank you letter to your local volunteers, donors, supporters! 
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2008 Election Campaign Successes 

· We are the only party that increased its vote in 2008! Every other party’s vote fell! 
· The Green Party gained 274,855 votes (943/riding) while the Liberal vote fell by 848,724 (-2,717/riding); the Bloc fell 173,544 votes (-2,314/riding); the Conservative fell 167,338 votes (-543/riding) and the NDP fell 72,955 votes (-237/riding).
· The GPC won almost one million votes!!

· The Green Party had the largest popular vote increase (2.3%) – more than a 50% increase over our 2006 election result!

· 41 candidates hit 10% (up from eight in ’06) returning 60% of election expenses to their campaign – see http://greenparty.ca/en/node/8361 (thanks John Northey)
· Five campaigns placed second (up from one 2nd in ’06); and 40 third place finishes (up from two in 2006)) 

· 249 campaigns (82%) improved their percentage of vote – 26 by 5% or more and six by 10% or more. 

· 243 campaigns increased the Green Party vote – 116 by more than 1,000 votes and five by more than 5,000 votes! 

· At the grassroots level candidates are exceptionally proud of their accomplishments – winning debates, getting more volunteers than ever before involved, canvassing, distributing literatures, and having the most number of signs up ever.

· Erich Jacoby-Hawkins in Barrie won the Rogers cable TV debate in his riding and then Rogers replayed the debate 13 times during the election! 

· Highest caliber of candidate ever, for instance:  

· Peter Ittinuar – former MP running for Green Party in Nunavut 

· Dr. Georgina Wilcock, the Green Party candidates in Don Valley West, a fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons of Canada at the Scarborough Hospital where she is the chief of Obstetrics and Gynecology.

· John Fryer, Order of Canada, ran in Nanaimo–Alberni. John is a renowned labour expert, former General Secretary of the BC Government Employees’ Union and president of Canada’s second largest union. the 350,000 member National Union 

· Huguette Allen who has done an amazing job organizing in Okanagan—Shuswap getting thousands of farmers signatures on a petition [for?] 
· Jacques Legros, an organic farmer in Montmorency-Charlevoix—Haute-Côte-Nord 

· Julien Leblanc was who works in media ran for the Green Party in Gaspésie -Îles-de-la-Madeleine
· Sylvie Lemieux, who ran in Glengarry-Prescott-Russell was the first ever female Colonel in the Canadian Armed forces.
· Ralph Torrie, nationally respected energy policy guru ran in Northumberland Quinte West 

· Dr Blane Poland in Oakville 


In the 2006 election, the Green Party’s best result was achieved by Shane Jolley’s campaign in Bruce Grey Owen Sound – where the Green Party won 12.9% of the vote. In 2008 fourteen candidate campaigns broke this 2006 high water mark:  

· Elizabeth May, Nova-Centre – 32.2%, 2nd place

· Dick Himba, Bruce– Grey– Owen Sound – 27.2%, 2nd place

· Mike Nagy, Guelph – 21.1%, 3rd place

· Adriane Carr, Vancouver Centre – 18.3%

· Huguette Allen, Okanagan–Shuswap – 17.3%

· Ard Van Leeuwen, Dufferin–Caledon – 17.0%

· Natalie Odd, Calgary-Centre – 16.7%

· Dave Barnes, Brandon– Souris – 15.8% 

· Eric Donovan, Calgary-Centre-Nord – 15.3%

· Blair Wilson, West Vancouver–Sunshine Coast–Sea to Sky Country – 14.4% 

· Angela Reid, Kelowna–Lake Country – 13.7% 

· Dan Bouchard, Okanagan–Coquihalla – 13.3% 

· Sharon Howarth, Toronto–Danforth – 13.1% 

· John Streicker, Yukon – 13.0% 

· Overwhelming outcry across Canada when the Consortium announced the Green Party would be excluded see http://www.greenparty.ca/en/node/6992 

· Former PM Joe Clarke in Globe and Mail Op Ed “Let Elizabeth Speak” see http://www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/story/RTGAM.20080909.wcoclark10/BNStory/specialComment/home 

· Judy Rebick wrote a piece for the Globe “Barbarians at the Gate” saying she was ashamed of the NDP and Jack Layton for opposing Elizabeth’s inclusion in the TV leaders debates [URL possible?]

· Tony Burman the former CBC News Chief and Head of the broadcast consortium wrote in the globe “The election debate process a sham” see http://www.j-source.ca/english_new/detail.php?id=2772 

· On TV debates for first time ever 

· Generating $10 million of free earned media throughout 2008 election – there was exponentially more coverage of the Green Party and its ideas than ever before! This was significant in building the long term strength of the party. 

· GRIMES – this is the permanent legacy that will build the party. As one campaign manager wrote to me: “GRIMES is the best tool I have ever received from GPC. It made canvassing easier and E-day ran without a hitch over 2000 calls made. Any one could come into the office and I could have them set up and calling within 5 minutes. It also motivated us to canvass harder to stay in the top ten votes ID’s.”

· Endorsements – of our campaigns and candidates (just a small sample below) 

· Guelph Mercury election editorial endorses Green Candidate Mike Nagy http://greenparty.ca/en/node/8249 also noted by Globe and Mail as one of eight candidates to watch across Canada.

· Orangeville Banner Endorses Green candidate Ard Van Leeuwen in Dufferin Caledon http://greenparty.ca/en/node/8308 

· Ottawa Citizen endorses Lori Gadzala http://www.canada.com/ottawacitizen/news/city/story.html?id=2ff6396b-7f1b-4ec4-aca7-9e0c5dcfebb1 

· Adriane Carr wins the CBC’s The X Challenge – a 90-minute debate with Lorne Mayencourt (Con), Ujjal Dosanjh (Lib), Michael Byers (NDP) and Adriane. 47% of the audience voted that Adriane won.

· Nickel Belt candidate Fred Twilley was endorsed by the Sudbury Star see http://www.thesudburystar.com/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=1242299 
· The Ottawa Citizen endorsed Ben Hoffman in Renfrew-Nipissing-Pembroke and dedicated a full page to his candidacy on the Saturday prior to Eday.
· Mayor Miller suggests Greens best bet for cities – see http://www.greenparty.ca/en/node/7198; http://www.cbc.ca/news/canadavotes/story/2008/09/17/miller-election.html 

· Green Party’s first ever airing of TV Commercials – Deputy Leader Claude Genest’s commercials aired in the Westmount by-election prior to the general election 

· Won first week – won debates, won week after debates – highlights: additional TV and Radio presence that GPC had not been given before, ie: TVO the Agenda, CBC national morning Television, Ontario Today phone in

· Rise following the debates unprecedented in Green Party history 

· Elizabeth’s with highest net positives of any leader. See “A Star is Born; 3 former Premiers say May won” at http://greenparty.ca/en/node/8249 

· May has more momentum than all other federal leaders http://greenparty.ca/en/node/7181 

· Won period of Oct 1-7 – see the two blogs cited immediately above 

· Made history by attracting our first ever MP – Blair Wilson, who crossed the floor from being an independent to a Green during by-elections period. This allowed us finally into the TV leaders debates. . 

· Won the eco-Olympics – Sierra Club of Canada award Green Party the Gold medal http://www.sierraclub.ca/climatecrisis/?p=574 

· Raised $800,000 in writ period – we raised 150% more than in 2004 ($150,000) and 2006 ($350,000) added together – and we still have more to raise! 

· Highest number of women candidates ever for the Green Party insert URL

· Raised $1.4 million in loans from private individuals, with the bulk of commitments coming within two weeks of election being called
· The Leader’s whistle stop tour on Via Rail which reached 44 ridings was unique in this election – in fact it was a first since Diefenbaker’s time. It was also a first for the Green Party in having the National Media on the tour. As a result we received extensive national media coverage. The tour created a real buzz with the 1,000 supporters participating in Whistle stop rallies – sometimes in the middle of the night such as Melville, Saskatchewan at 4 am, and Saskatoon at 1 am – which created a real buzz with local media at stops across the country. 

· As a result of campaigning primarily by trian, the Green Party had the lowest carbon footprint of any of the major campaigns – producing only 2.5 tons vs. NDP highest at 586 tons – some 200 times higher! The Green Party committed to offset all its emissions – but far more important is to have the lowest emissions possible to offset. See http://www.ctv.ca/servlet/ArticleNews/story/CTVNews/20081013/election2008_carbon_footprint_081014/20081014/?s_name=election2008 

